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March 8th, 2020 

The Faithfulness of God and Man 

Genesis 15-16 

 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 

Mar 1 Deut. 5-7  Mar 5 Deut. 17-20 

Mar 2 Deut. 8-10  Mar 6 Deut. 21-23 

Mar 3 Deut. 11-13  Mar 7 Deut. 24-27 

Mar 4 Deut. 14-16  Mar 8 Deut. 28-29 

 

Lesson Introduction: Our passage this week finds Abram 

and Sarai in a difficult place. God had promised to make 

Abram into a great nation, but as they considered his 

age, and the fact that Sarai was barren, they both had 

some serious trouble trusting that God’s word was true. 

As we study this week, we will see that righteousness 

comes by faith, and look at man’s tendency to doubt 

God. We will also consider the reassuring grace of God, 

and the Lord’s providence in all situations.  

 

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS: 

 

• Righteousness is obtained by grace alone, through 

faith alone (Ch. 15:1-6) 

 

• God is always faithful to keep His promises  

(Ch. 15:7-21) 

 

• The Lord is sovereign, and accomplishes His 

purposes through all circumstances  

(Ch. 15:13, Ch. 16) 

 

Discussion Section 1: Righteousness Which Comes 

Through Faith (Ch. 15:1-6) 

 

-Why did Abram begin to doubt God? 

 

-What was it that caused Abram to believe God? 

 

-What does it mean to be righteous, and what does this 

passage teach us about the way that righteousness is 

obtained? 

 

Note: Last week we saw how the Lord delivered Lot by 

working through Abram. Abram confessed that it was 

God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth that won 

the victory on his behalf, giving God all the glory. 

Obviously an event like that might increase your faith, 

but in our passage today we see that Abram is dealing 

with some doubt. As we see Abram’s struggle to have 

faith in God, perhaps we will be reminded of ourselves. 

Amazingly in V. 1 of Ch. 15, before Abram ever expresses 

his doubts verbally, God takes the initiative to reassure 

Him that He will continue to be faithful. He tells Abram, 

“fear not… I am your shield; your reward shall be very 

great.” What an incredible thing it is that the Lord knows 

our fears and reassures us that He has us in His hands 

before we can even express our doubts! But even this 

reassuring word does not soothe Abram’s concerns. 

Abram had real doubts about how God would make Him 

a great nation, and these doubts were certainly valid 

from the world’s point of view. How could an old man 

with a barren wife really believe that his offspring would 

be as numerous as the stars in the sky?! But God 

continues to reassure Abram, and Abram responds in 

faith.  

 

The Scriptures tell us that “Faith is being sure of what 

we hope for. It is being certain of what we do not see” 

(Hebrews 11:1). To put it another way, faith is believing 

what God has said, even when we cannot see Him or the 

future. This is exactly what Abram exhibits when it says, 

“Abram believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as 

righteousness.” The fact that God counts Abram’s faith 

as righteousness is extremely significant. To be righteous 

is to be justified before God. And here, before the Law 

was ever instituted, God shows us that the way we are 

made righteous is through faith in Him. In the New 

Testament we are told that we are justified by our faith 

alone (Galatians 3, Romans 4, Romans 5:1). How can 

our faith make us righteous? It is all about Who the faith 

is in. We are not righteous on our own, and the best of 

our deeds are as filthy rags in comparison to the 

righteousness of God (Isaiah 64:6). Righteousness then, 

is not obtained by how good we are, rather, we are made 

righteous by placing our faith in the only righteous man, 

Jesus Christ. Abram was credited righteousness not 

because of anything he had done, but because he 

believed God, trusted Him, and followed Him. It is vital 

that we understand that we are made righteous in the 

same way. Only through faith in Christ can righteousness 

be credited to us. We are credited Christ’s righteousness 

through faith, so that we can be at peace with God.  

 

Discussion Section 2: The Faithfulness of God  

(Ch. 15:7-21) 

 

-Why were the animals cut in half? (V. 9-10) 

 

-Why was Abram put to sleep? (V. 12) 
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-Why does God bring up the bondage that Israel would 

find themselves in while making this covenant with 

Abram? (V. 13) 

 

Note: After God reassures Abram that He will bless Him, 

He gives him instructions to go get some animals, in 

order to make a covenant with Abram. In that day, it was 

common practice for two parties that were making a 

covenant together to cut animals in half and both walk 

between them, and the idea was that the same would 

happen to them (they would die) if they broke the 

covenant (Jeremiah 34:18-19). It would stand to reason 

that God was about to enter into such a covenant with 

Abram, yet what happens next shows us that this entire 

transaction was dependent on God alone. First, we see 

the strange note in verse 12 that “A deep sleep fell on 

Abram.” Then God launches into telling Abram how his 

offspring will be afflicted in Egypt for 400 years. What a 

way to begin a covenant agreement! Abram is basically 

put in a trance and gets the news that this multitude of 

people that he is supposed to be the father of will be 

enslaved! We then see the covenant ceremony end with 

a smoking pot and a flaming torch passing through the 

pieces, while Abram continues to sleep.  

 

What was God teaching Abram, and what is He teaching 

us in the way that He chose to go about making this 

covenant? He was teaching us that His promises are 

dependent not on man’s word, but on His word alone. 

Hebrews 6:13-14 tells us, “…when God made a promise 

to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to 

swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will 

bless you and multiply you.” Being asleep, Abram could 

not participate in the ceremony by walking through the 

pieces. Hearing that his descendants would be enslaved 

for 400 years, Abram had to learn that he would not be 

around to deliver his line and would not see the final 

fulfilment of the promise. Ultimately, Abram learned 

though this ceremony that the fulfilment of God’s 

promise was completely dependent on God alone. The 

smoking pot and flaming torch symbolized the presence 

of God and foreshadowed the pillar of smoke and pillar 

of fire that would lead the Israelites out of Egypt (Exodus 

13:21). As we see how God’s covenant with Abram was 

completely dependent on God, we should be reminded of 

our salvation. There is nothing that we do that saves us. 

Our salvation is a work of God, that is guaranteed by His 

Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22). This is why we can only be 

justified by faith. Our works do not save us, rather, we 

are saved by placing our faith in the One Who came to 

die on our behalf, the One Who is our deliverer. Just as 

Abram was asleep when God made His covenant with 

him, we were dead in our trespasses and sins when God 

saved us through His Son Jesus Christ! (Ephesians 2:1-10) 

 

Discussion Section 3: God’s Providence in the Mess (Ch. 

16) 

 

-What do Abram and Sarai’s actions tell us about our 

natural tendencies? 

 

-What does this chapter tell us about God’s heart toward 

those who have been marginalized in society? 

 

-How do we see God’s providential hand at work in the 

midst of this messy passage? 

 

Note: As this lesson draws to a close, we are reminded 

once again of Abram’s inability to justify himself by his 

works. Although God had once again reassured Abram 

that He would keep His promise, Abram and Sarai still 

had their doubts. Sarai tells Abram to take her servant 

Hagar as a wife, that she could “obtain children by her” 

(Ch. 16:2). Rather than reminding his wife of the promise 

of God, Abram listened to her, took this woman as a 

wife, and conceived with her a son. We see a woman 

who has no choice in the matter, forced to bear a child 

that would be her master’s son. We see this same 

woman, after giving birth, looking with contempt on 

Sarai, who would be taking Hagar’s son for herself. 

Ultimately, Hagar and Ishmael flea from Sarai into the 

desert, and are essentially left for dead.  

 

This is a tragic story that honestly sounds more like an 

episode of Jerry Springer than a Bible story about one of 

the “heroes of the faith.” As we look at passages like this, 

it is important that we are once again reminded that 

even in the midst of this chaos, God is at work. We learn 

that God hears and sees Hagar in her misery and blesses 

her and her son Ishmael. God does not turn a blind eye to 

those who are downtrodden. In fact, He raises up 

another nation out of the line of Ishmael. The Ishmaelites 

would be enemies of the Israelites, and to this day we see 

the enmity between the line of Isaac and the line of 

Ishmael. Yet God has sovereign purposes in all of this. 

Another nation was created that would bring Him glory 

and be a part of His diverse heavenly kingdom one day 

(Revelation 7:9). In all the messes, God is at work. He is 

not far off, but sees the afflicted, and from their sorrow 

He brings glory. Praise God that He has seen and heard 

us in our affliction and made us a part of His royal family! 


